Lesson 5: Coursework: Writing Assignment

Choose one of these assignments and follow the instructions. Then type in and submit your results below.

1) Reflect: Reflect on your own experience assessing speaking with your students. Use these questions to write a journal entry.

• How do you rate the different aspects of speaking, for example fluency, accuracy, vocabulary, pronunciation?
• Do you assess other speaking skills such as conversation strategies?
• What assessment tasks do you use with your students and what information do you gain from these assessment tasks?
• Are there any problems you encounter with these assessment tasks? If so, what would you like to change?

2) Discover: Collect different examples of speaking tests or quizzes at different levels. Analyze these in terms of the type of speaking task and the purpose for speaking. Write up your findings in a brief report.

• Collect different examples of speaking tests or quizzes. Your examples may include proficiency examinations, placement tests, quizzes included with textbooks, or institutional tests used in your school or setting.
• Look at and categorize the different speaking tasks used on these tests and quizzes.
• Determine which types of assessment tasks for speaking you think are best and why.
• Write up your findings in a brief report.

3) Design: Design an achievement test or informal assessment for your students, based on a unit in your textbook or program. Submit the test along with an explanation of its design.

• Choose a unit from either a textbook that you currently use or from the program you use with your students.
• Choose either a formal achievement task for speaking or an informal assessment task, and explain this decision.
• Design and explain the evaluation criteria you will use.
• If possible, implement the test or task with your students.
• Submit the test along with your explanations. If you were able to implement the task, describe the experience and the results.

Lesson 4: Coursework: Writing Assignment

1) Reflect: Reflect on the problem below. Then use the questions to write a journal entry.
Problem: A teacher says, "When I ask my students to do free communication tasks, they either speak in their first language or get off task. Only one or two students talk in the groups. I just lose control of the activity."

• What other challenges have you experienced in free communication tasks in the classroom?
• What advice can you give this teacher in terms of how to structure free communication tasks to prepare students for these activities?
• What advantages do these tasks offer for building fluency?

2) Discover: Find and adapt a textbook activity into a communicative task. Use the activity and report on the results in a short report.

• Review textbooks at the level of your students. Choose a non-communicative task or series of exercises to adapt.
• Using the activity types mentioned in this lesson, adapt the task or series of exercises to become a communicative one which addresses a variety of learning styles. Plan the grouping arrangements that will be used, and the preparation to be completed.
• Use the adapted task with your students.
• Write a report including a description of the task and the evaluation of how it went.

3) Classroom Research: Find the answer to this question: During free communication practice, are your students actually using the new language they've been taught?

• Identify the vocabulary, structures, functions and social language your students should be applying in free communication activities.
• Develop a hypothesis about how often your students actually use this targeted language in free communication practice.
• Tape your class or observe your students during free communication activities.
• Analyze your students' use of the targeted language in relation to your hypothesis.
• Write a report on your findings and suggest a plan to improve your students' use of targeted language.

Lesson 3: Coursework: Writing Assignment

Choose one of these assignments and follow the instructions. Then type in and submit your results below.

1) Reflect: Reflect on your own practice with controlled speaking lessons. Use these questions to write a journal entry.

• What steps or stages in controlled practice do you believe are the most important to help students make independent use of conversation models?
• How do you focus on these stages in your own practice? Why?
• What steps or stages of this work do your students respond to best?
• What stages of controlled practice do your students seem to have trouble with? Why?

2) Design: Design and implement a lesson to work on a conversation model. Describe the lesson and evaluate how well the lesson went in a brief report.

• Using the guidelines in this lesson, design a sequence of exercises to introduce, work on, and practice a conversation model or short dialogue in a text that you are using.
• Use the lesson with your own students.
• Write a description of the lesson and an evaluation of how well the lesson went. Include suggestions for improvement next time.

3) Observe: Observe your controlled speaking practice and evaluate the results.

• Tape your own class while you work on a lesson devoted to a conversation model or short dialogue. Focus on how well your students use the model independently by the end of the lesson.
• Decide if you are satisfied with the outcome. If you are not completely satisfied, think about steps you could take could improve the result.
• Develop a lesson plan where you devote attention to what you feel are the missing steps.
• Write up your plan in a short report.

Lesson 2: Coursework: Writing Assignment

Choose one of these assignments and follow the instructions. Then type in and submit your results below.

1) Reflect: Reflect on the amount of interaction that occurs in your classes. Use these questions to write a journal entry.

• What would you consider to be real interaction?
• What are some of the important elements necessary in a class to ensure real interaction?
• How many of those elements do you include in your lessons regularly?
• What steps might you take to increase the amount of interaction in your classes?

2) Classroom Research: Investigate the types of questioning techniques you use with your own classes. Develop an action plan to include a wider variety of techniques and write a report on the results.

• Based on the information in this lesson, develop a hypothesis about what questioning techniques you think you use most.
• Carry out a self-observation by taping your own class on one or more occasions.
• Categorize the questioning techniques based on the types discussed in this lesson and analyze the results in relation to your hypothesis.
• Develop an action plan to include a wider variety of questioning techniques in your classes.
• Write a report on your findings and your action plan.

3) Observe: Observe seating arrangements and groupings in your own or colleagues' classes. Decide how these affect student to student interaction. Write your findings in a report.

• Observe the groupings, seating arrangements, pair work, and group work activities used in your own classes or a colleague's classes.
• Make maps of the different seating arrangements you encounter and other features of the use of space in the classroom.
• Evaluate how these features impact student-student-interaction and class dynamics.
• Write up your findings in a brief report.

Lesson 1: Coursework: Writing Assignment

Choose one of these assignments and follow the instructions. Then type in and submit your results below.

1) Reflect: Reflect on how to achieve a balance between fluency and accuracy in your own lessons. Use these questions to write a journal entry.

• Think about the speaking lessons that you plan. How much of your lesson is devoted to fluency? How much is devoted to accuracy?
• What do you feel is the appropriate balance between fluency and accuracy for your students?
• How can a balance between focus on language and focus on meaning be achieved?

2) Observe: Observe and analyze types of student errors and report on the results.

• Tape your own students or observe a colleague's class and observe students' errors.
• Categorize the errors you hear according to the types discussed in the lesson and determine which are the most common.
• Determine which errors you find to be the most serious and analyze why.
• Write a report on your findings.

3) Discover: Examine two different textbooks and rank exercises from least to most meaningful. Explain your ranking in a brief report.

• Examine speaking exercises in two textbooks from different levels.
• Choose approximately 4-5 speaking exercises from both and rank them from most to least meaningful, according to the criteria discussed in the lesson.
• In a brief report, describe each exercise and explain the reasons for your ranking.

